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Dr. Peter Walkenhorst is Program Director for Community Foundations in the 

Philanthropy and Foundations Division of the at the Bertelsmann Stiftung in 

Gütersloh, Germany. The Bertelsmann Stiftung is a private foundation committed to 

developing model solutions for societal problems and implementing these solutions in 

selected areas of society. The Philanthropy and Foundations Division seeks to 

contribute to the professionalization of philanthropy with regard to management 

quality and organizational effectiveness. It also works to promote innovative forms of 

philanthropy, especially community foundations. His current responsibilities include 

the coordination of the “Transatlantic Community Foundation Network” (TCFN), a 

program initiated by the Bertelsmann Foundation with support and advice of the 

Charles Stewart Mott Foundation. He served as a member of the Steering Committee 

of the Community Philanthropy Initiative (CPI) at the European Foundation Centre 

and a member the European Advisory Board of the “Transatlantic Community 

Foundation Fellowship Exchange Program” (TCFF). He was also Visiting Lecturer at 

the University of Bologna’s Master in International Studies in Philanthropy in 2006.  

 

Before joining the Bertelsmann Foundation he studied history and public law in 

Germany and the United States. He received his doctorate form the University of 

Bielefeld and holds a M. A. in History from the University of Massachusetts at Boston. 

 
 

English language publications include:  

 

Foundations in Germany: Growth, Professionalization, and the Search for a new Balance 
between the State and the Nonprofit Sector, in: Frank L. Ellsworth/ Joe Lumarda (eds.), 
Foundation Management. Innovation and responsibility Home and Abroad, Wiley & Sons: 
Hoboken, New Jersey 2003, pp. 55-62.  
 
Building Philanthropic and Social Capital: The Work of Community Foundations, 
Bertelsmann Foundation Publishers: Gütersloh 2001. 
 
Foundations in Europe. Society, Managment, Law: Directory of Social Chance/Bertelsmann 
Foundation Publishers, London, 2001 (co-editior with Andreas Schlüter and Volker Then). 
 


